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FAITH
Faith is said to be the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen. In numbers 1814 of the CCC, it says that faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God and believe all that He has said and revealed to us, because it is truth itself…...  By faith “man freely commits his entire self to God.” Our faith life is a grace. This grace enables us both to hear the word of God and to keep it. Faith is a personal and communal relationship with the Trinity.  Faith helps us to gain understanding of all that God has revealed to us and, growth in understanding God’s revelation is a lifelong process.  Faith is necessary for salvation. In Mk 16:16- “He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not will be condemned”.  Faith believes with conviction in a message.

I LOOKED AT WHAT DECLINE IS
In the oxford dictionary, it says that decline is something regarded as good, becomes smaller, fewer, or less; decrease. To tend toward an inferior state. A gradual loss of value 
YOUTH  
Youth is the time of life when one is young. The word Youth can also mean the period between childhood and maturity. The early period of existence, growth, or development. According to the Bible, it is a period of transition from childhood to adulthood.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  




SIGNS OF DECLINE IN FAITH
· Impatience which is as a result of pride
· Lack of trust in God.
· Avoidance of confession
· Inability to forgive
· False idols- it can be one’s work, relationships, money, etc, 
· Believe in the superiority of other small spirits- thinking that God is silent 
· Denial of what the church teaches
· Lack of church attendance
· Language of prayer


MODERN CAUSES OF DECLINE IN FAITH
· Poor Catechesis- The catechesis is in the decline. 
· Wrong/false religious teachings including impact of Pentecostalism- There are lots of wrong teachings when you open your TV, Youtube, facebook you see all kinds of Sects.     
· Resurgence of idolatry (people who worship idols) and heathen beliefs (believing in different kinds of gods or deity) – people seeking different solutions. which tend to provide temporary solutions. 
· Secularism and materialism- its that modern way of life that encourages people to live any how so long as they are not causing the other person harm. 
· Lack of religious and moral role models – those who are supposed to be models to others. Somebody who inspires you and all of a sudden no long inspires. 
· Dysfunctional family-effects- family is the fundamental primary church. Every person did their first line of formation from home. 
· Peer and social pressure (Internet technology)- young people spend 75% of their time on the social media. And the things that attract them on SM are largely things that are of low value in terms of morality and fear of God. 





FAITH FORMATION AND INDICES OF A MATURE FAITH – It’s the duty of the church to form the faith of her members; the ecclesia church and the family, and the church expects to see in a person who has grown in faith that the she teaches.  We talk about our faith as small as a mustard seed. The Lord said that faith is like a seed that needs good soil and care, otherwise the seed can’t take root.  Similarly, our souls need care; otherwise faith can’t take root.  To avoid loss of faith requires decisive constant daily work to grow in our love for God. 
WAYS TO INCREASE FAITH AND MORALS AMONG YOUTHS
1. Catechesis and study of catholic literature (the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Bible, Council documents). This can be done in small groups, even in schools (NFCS, NACC, Young Catholic Professionals, etc). Apart from our parents being the primary catechists, we are helped through these groups we belong to in the church. 
2. Modesty in the use of technology
3. Avoiding none catholic religious literature
4. Instructing and supporting friends from dysfunctional family
5. Frequency of sacraments especially that of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist. Read the daily Mass readings, participate actively at Mass, pray the Rosary, do an act of mercy daily, join Pius society where you will be helped spiritually.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the church is mother and teacher, and cannot give approval on the wrong things. 



