MIXED MARRIAGE

By Fr Thaddeus Anyaegbu

Let us begin with the canonical teaching on mixed marriage. Can. 1124 says: 
“without express permission of the competent authority, a marriage is prohibited between two baptised persons, one of whom was baptised in the Catholic Church or received into it after baptism, the other of whom belongs to a church or ecclesial community not in full communion with the catholic Church.”
 The above canon  highlights the following:
1. Meaning of mixed marriage: Mixed marriage is a marriage between two baptized Christians, one of whom is a Catholic and the other, a non-Catholic Christian.
2. Permission to have mixed marriage:  Without the express permission of the competent authority, Catholic Church prohibits a marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic . 
Why does the Church prohibit mixed marriage without the express permission of the competent authority?
The Church does so because of the particular problems to which mixed marriage can give rise. Pope Paul VI in the document Matrimonia mixta affirms that mixed marriages pose “an obstacle to the full spiritual communion of the parties.” It has been observed that spouses in mixed marriage despite their sharing a common faith in Christ, the scriptures and other elements of Christian heritage, bring with them the tragically divided state of the Church of Christ. The different ways in which various churches understand and live out the christian faith are also a source of tension in mixed marriage. Again, there is the danger of the Catholic party lapsing from his faith.
 The Church is prepared to grant permission for a mixed marriage provided that there is a just cause and there arises a spiritual benefit to the parties. The just cause may be the relative fewness of the Catholics in a given area, or a serious promise by the non-Catholic to embrace the Catholic faith or a well-founded hope to that effect, or the necessity to regularize an illegal union and avoid scandal or it is the only way of exercising one's natural right of getting married and have children. 
 Statistics show that the proportion of marriages that turn out unhappy is greater when the parties are of different religious beliefs than when both parties profess the same religion. The union of spirits usually fails or at least is weakened when there is, in regard to the highest and most important matters which men hold sacred, that is, religious truths and feelings, a disparity of convictions and an opposition of wills.
When a Catholic marries a non-Catholic, he or she is likely to put himself or herself in a situation of losing his or her Catholic faith or of becoming lax in its practices. Married persons exert a great influence on each other. Again, the religious training of children is extra-difficult in such marriage.
According to canon 1125, there are conditions for granting permission for a mixed marriage. The canon says: 
“The local Ordinary can grant this permission if there is a just and reasonable cause. 
He is not to grant it unless the following conditions are fulfilled: 
1° the catholic party is to declare that he or she is prepared to remove dangers of defecting from the faith, and is to make a sincere promise to do all in his or her power in order that all the children be baptised and brought up in the catholic Church; 
2° the other party is to be informed in good time of these promises to be made by the catholic party, so that it is certain that he or she is truly aware of the promise and of the obligation of the catholic party 
3° both parties are to be instructed about the purposes and essential properties of marriage, which are not to be excluded by either contractant.” 

The summary of the above canon is that the local Ordinary (that is, diocesan bishop or those equal to him such as Apostolic vicar, apostolic administrator and those who have executive power such as Episcopal and General Vicars) are only to permit a mixed marriage only when the three conditions are fulfilled: the declaration and promise of the Catholic party, the notification of the non-Catholic party and catechesis for both parties.
 In conclusion, I would say that in choosing whom to marry, do not say to yourself “women don't have a Church”. Every Catholic woman has a Church. This should be considered in your choice of marriage partner. Your Catholic faith is something precious.






