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MATRIMONIAL CONSENT

1. Matrimonial consent is an act of will by which a man and a woman by an irrevocable covenant mutually give and accept one another for the purpose of establishing marriage.

2. For there to be a valid matrimonial consent, the following must be present: knowledge, intellect, volition (will), and freedom. If any of these is lacking, the consent is said to be defective. Thus, the marriage becomes invalid. 


3. Knowledge: Here, the parties must have the knowledge of essential elements of marriage. These essential elements of marriage are:
a) Marriage is between man and woman
b) it’s permanent
c) it’s for the good of the spouses
d) it’s for procreation and education of children

In Catholic Church, a man below the age of 16 and a woman below age of 14 cannot give consent and thus cannot validly marry.

3. Intellect: This involves the use of reason, having discretion of judgment and having the ability to assume obligations of marriage. Thus, a mad person, and a person who is incapable of making critical judgment cannot validly marry. Also, the marriage of a homosexual who is incapable of fulfilling marital obligations is invalid.

4. Volition: This means will. It deals with freedom. Matrimonial consent is the act of the will that results from freedom. When one gives consent out of grave fear and force, such consent is defective. Thus, the marriage is invalid.

